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Please find enclosed Two Shil tings and Sixpence^ 

in for which pkase deliver to my 

address as given below^ one Copy of Wisdom on the 
Hire System of the Limited Edition. 
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'^ If the Copy is to be sent by p$sty t stage. 



From YE TYMES of ^pril i, 1403. 

'Yt is yc opinyon of ye wyse and skilled clcrkcs, 
lykly to knowe, that ye reason of ye happinesse and 
prosperitye of merrie Englonde, and ye comelincssc and 
buxomnesse of ye Englishe wyves and maydes, and ye 
peacefulnesse and long life of ye Englishe men, is due unto 
ye gladde and blithesome facte that America has not yet 
been alighted upon by any lucklesse mariner e/ 
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* I've Won a Scholarship at Gibton ! ' 
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Containing Full Details 
of the 
INSIDECOMPLETUAR BRITANNIAWARE ' 
PRIZE COMPETITION. 



' Concentrate, even though your coat-tails be on fire.' 

Sentimental Tammy. By J. M. Barrie. 



By E. V. L. & C. L. G. 



ISBISTER & CO., LTD. 
15 TAVISTOCK STREET, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON. 

1903. 



THE AWARDS. 

THE FIRST. — An eight-roomed fourth-floor flat in Portland 
Place, to be named Bellevue. 

THE SECOND. — A portrait model of the winner, to be placed 
advantageously at Madame Tussaud's. 

THE NEXT THIRTEEN. — A complete set of Bekker's 
Ansiotle, bound in three-quarter levant. With annotations 
by Mons. Walkley. 

THE NEXT FIFTEEN. — A year's supply of Pale Pills. 

THE NEXT FIFTEEN.— k Stall for all first nights of 



Mr. H. A. Jones's plays. 
THE NEXT TWENTY.— Me. Arthur Bourchier's autograph. 

THE NEXT THIRTY. — Half an hour's stimulating converse 
with the gentleman who invents the advertisements for 
the 'Ency. Brit.' 

THE NEXT FIFTY.— Ten minutes' ditto. 

HARVARD 
UNIVERSITY 



PREFACE. 

T T 7 HAT is an Insidecompletuar without readers ? A 
play without an audience, a dinner without diners, 
a Chamberlain denuded of his monocle, a Salmon bereft of his 
Gluckstein, a legless baronet, an eggless omelette, an asylum 
without lunatics, an anomaly, an eyesore, a vara avis in terrisy 
a white elephant, a thing abhorrent to nature. 

Hence, every means must be resorted to, to provide the Int 
siDECOMPLETUAR Britanniaware with supportcrs. If we cannot 
sell it we must lend it ; if we cannot lend it we must give 
it away. (But not yet.) Just now we want to lend it; we 
are straining every nerve to find it a good home. It must 
be read. If you can't read the Articles, read the Index, and 
thus qualify for an award fi^om the marvellous array that 
we are oiFermg. 

What is life without prizes ? In the words of a great 
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jurist, a blank. But, again, what are prizes without compe- 
tition ? The idea is unthinkable. Conscious of our great 
responsibilities, we are resolved not to pauperise the nation, 
but to exact a reasonable expenditure of time and trouble on 
the part of the applicants for our unparalleled munificence. 
Hence the scheme which it is now our privilege to propound. 
With these words we step aside, to remove all impediment 
between a clamorous and enlightened public and 

THE COMPETITORS' GUIDE 

TO THE 

BELL LETTRES 

E. V. L. 

C. L. G. 
JSaster, 1903. 



THE COMPETITION ORGANIZED BY^THE ' ] 
CONDUCTORS ^OF THE 

MNSIDECOMPLETUAR 
BRITANNIAWARE ' 

is of an altogether novel kind. It is a form of advertisement 
so arranged that those who enter for it believe themselves to 
be the victims of disinterested philanthropy. 

The most successful Competitor will receive at his (or, if 
a woman, her) option either — 

(1) An Eight-roomed Fourth-floor Flat in Portland Place, 

to be called ' Bellevue ; ' or 

(2) Its equivalent in raw or hard-boiled eggs, according to 
the competitor's taste. 
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A SELECTION OF RULES. 

1. — ^Any one may compete. Cabinet Ministers are earnestly 
invited. Judges of the High Courts, Drysalters, Company 
Directors, Learned Pigs, Under Secretaries, Rat-catchers, Well- 
read Herrings, Manufecturers of Calves'-foot Jelly, Rural Deans, 
Supers, Wireless Telegraphers, Cordwainers, Papal Nuncios, 
Artificial Limb Makers, Grold Sticks in Waiting, Charcoal 
Burners — any one who needs recreation and desires to take 
that recreation in a form that will be beneficial, will find 
what he wants in this competition. 

7. — The competitor's name is not to appear on the 
answers, nor on the envelope in which they are sent. His 
(or if a woman, her, or it a learned pig, its) card may be 
enclosed, but must not be fastened to the sheets of answers 
in any manner that will prevent its being detached before 
the answers are submitted to the examiners. 

The names ot those competitors only who gain prizes will 
be made public. This, though it may deter Cabinet Ministers 
from becoming winners, should not otherwise damp any^one's 
ardour. 
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24. — All the members of any household may collaborate in 
the preparation of a set of answers, but the manager of the 
Inside. Brit, declines to act as referee in respect of their 
•quarrels. 

53. — Each answer must begin with the number of the cor*' 
responding question, and end with a list of the volume numbers, 
page numbers, and page letters of every passage in the Ikside- 
•coMPLETUAR Britanniaware in which the competitor found 
information embodied in the answer. For instance, imagine 
that an answer is : — 



No. g. Yes. Vd. 33, p. 241a ; Vol. 18, p. 802b. 



N.B. — An extra prize of a terra-cotta figure of 
JVlons. Walkley ransacking his dictionary for an 
English word will be given to the Cabinet Minister, 
Office Boy, or Snow Sweeper who can tell what the 
<luestion was. 
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RHYMES FOR THE TIMES.— I. 

There was once an ambitious K.C., 
Who said, 'I'll a prizewinner be/ 
He toiled every night, 
Till his whiskers grew white, 
But his answers were wrong— one in three- 



RHYMES FOR THE TIMES— II. 

There once was a slovenly Dean, 
Whose hat wasn't fit to be seen ; 

With his prize-winning fruits 
He purchased new boots, 
But his gaiters are still rather green. 
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FORM OF ENTRY. 



To THE Manager, 

Insidecompletuar Britanniaware. 

I desire to take part in your insidious Competition. Please 
send me the first set of questions. The copy of your megalithic 
vade mecumj which I shall use, was obtained by me as stated 
below : — 



f 1. My great-grandfather inherited a broken set of 
the second edition in the year 1819. 

2. I have obtained a set on easy terms firom 
my uncle Attenborough. 

3. I borrowed a review copy from Sir FranciB 
( Jeune. 

4. I am proposing to work from volumes obtained 

on appro* through the Exchange and MarL 

5. I purchased what I hope will prove to be 

sufficient volumes at a rummage sale iit 
^ Rutlandshire for 4/. 13^. 
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Strike out 
«// but one 

of these 
Statements. 



Scenes In the Lives of Competitors.^lll. 




.jr^r^*^^-'^ 



Bringing Home the Winner. 



IS 



MENTAL TRAINING. 

What C50uld be more conducive to concentration than to be 
continually flitting from volume to volume in the will o' the wisp 
pursuit of our elusive clues ? If the writers of this prospectus 
had not, so to speak, lived in a mental concentration camp all 
their lives, they would never have attained that imperviousness 
to criticism which is the key-note of their monumental enterprise. 
Everything comes gradually. Even they had to toil for their 
rich reward. No man can lift a ton all at once, but any man can 
lift a ton stone by stone, as indeed you must if you borrow our 
volumes. Rome was not built in a day, as a great jurist recently 
remarked, but by the time the awards are made, England's back- 
bone will be twice as vertebrate as it is now. Diligence will tell, in 
the words of a great preacher. Watch a pheasant running across 
the lawn of a country house (say Bearwood) ; note his (her, if a 
hen) expression if he (she, if a hen) catches 'sight of a visitor 
writing letters at a window. To quote an eminent statesman, 
there is no time like the present. Similarly, there is no com- 
petition like ours. 
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JiHYMES FOR THE TIMES.— III. 

There was once an old lady of Burton, 
Whose future was wholly uncertain; 
But chancing to take 
The Printing House cake, 
She has gone gallivanting to Girton. 



JiHYMES FOR THE TIMES.— IV. 

There once was a promising peer. 
On the brink of a brilliant career ; 

But in tracing our clues 

He contracted the blues, 
And is now 'stationmaster at Shere. 

I 
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ADVANTAGES OF THE 
COMPETITION* 

There are many distinct considerations which make it 
worth while to enter the competition, even if one cares nothing^ 
for the awards, 

Ihe wholesome and unfeigned pleasure the- 
competition will afford to irresponsible on^ 
loolcers. 

The qualifications conferred on a competitor 
for assuming at a moment's notice the" 
editorship of Nippy Nuggets, Slushy Soppets, 
or T.U.B. (Totally Useless Bilge). 

The superb physical training involved in hand-^ 
ling the volumes during the athletic process 
of reference. 

Resourcefulness in devising punishments^ for 
younger brothers of competitors who muti" 
late the borrowed volumes for the decora' 
tion of scrap'books and nursery walls. 

Self ^'reliance engendered in the parents of 
competitors who place the solution of our- 
fascinating problems before all domestic: 
duties. 
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Isolation for Competitors. 

We have much pleasure in 
announcing that 

MR. HUMPHRY WARD 

has once more been equal to the occasion, 
and has invented 

A PADDED IRON BUILDING 

for the use of Competitors. 
TERMS ON APPLICATION. 



TESTIMONIAL. 

Lady Rose's Daughter writes : ' I could never have won 
the year's supply of Pale Pills but for the padded room.' 

18 



Scenes in the Lives of Competitors.— V. 




Leabned Pigs arrive at Printing-house Square. 
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RHYMES FOR THE TIMES.— V. 

Thkke was once a retailer of coals 
Who borrowed a set from Lord Knollys; 
To his deadly dismay 
He was found in Class A 
— He's a fellow to-day of All Souls' ! 



R|HYMES FOR THE TIM'ES.— Vil 

There once was a clerk in a bank. 
Whose prospects were perfectly rank ; 

He developed such brain 

In competing for gain 
That he's fit to shake hands with a Yank.. 
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PROVISION FOR DEAD HEATS. 



In the event of a number of competitors returning the same 
•correct replies, we are arranging to divide the prizes. Thus, 
supposing that eight competitors qualify for the first prize, they 
will take a room apiece at Bellevue. 

For the sake of argument we will assume that the eight 
prize-winners are a Cabinet Minister, the youngest Civil Servant, 
a Judge of the High Court, a K.C., a surgeon, a banker, a 
bishop, and a curate. The youngest civil servant and the bishop 
would probably not hit it off very well, so it would be wise to 
separate them. The Judge and the K.C. might be neighbours, 
the Cabinet Minister would find congenial society in the banker, 
the surgeon would not be likely to quarrel with the bishop, 
and the curate might be sufficiently immature to find the 
youngest civil servant not impossible. The manager of the 
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Inside Brit, has therefore made arrangements to house the 
prize-winners in the manner indicated in the appended diagram. 

PLAN OF BELLEVUE. 



Judge of 

High Ooubt'b 

Boom 


K.C.'B 
Room 


Banker's 
Room 


Cabinbt 

Minister's 

Boom 


PASSAGE. 


Bishop's 
Boom 


Surgeon's 
Room 


Curate's 
Boom 


Youngest 

Civil Servant's 

Boom 



In the event of a greater number than eight persons winning 
the first prize, the rooms will be divided and subdivided to 
meet the contingency, quite irrespective of the County Council's 
rules with regard to overcrowding. The manager of the Inside 
Brit, disclaims all responsibility in this connection. 
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Scenes in the Lives of Competitors.— vi. 




Ohbistmas at Bellevue: Sir Geoboe Lewis imtboduoes Sir Gilbert Parker 
TO THE Duke of Devonshire. 
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SPECIMEN QUESTIONS. 



The followiag questioas, which, of course, will aot be employed 
io the Competitioa, have beea prepared for the purpose of iadi' 
eating the general form and scope of those which will he used. 
The reader to whom they seem very simple may be reminded that 
the difficulty of a question often lies in some small point which a 
careless reader might overlook. And, on the other hand, any one 
to whom they do not seem explicit is assured that every question 
presents some one specific name, word, or fact, which will, when 
taken as a starting point, indicate the direction which his inquiry 
should take. 



SPECIMEN QUESTION i.— A Cabinet Minister once 
engaged in the screw trade ; the subject of a poem by Rudyard 
:KipIing ; so honoured by England as to be tendered the use of 
a man-of-war for a journey. Who was this ? 

SPECIMEN QUESTION 2.— Born in the Latin Quarter; 
taught by Ollendorff, Gouin, Berhtz, Hugo, Longinus, and Aris- 
totle; a graduate of the Universities of the Sorbonne, Jena, 
Upsala, Tiflis, and Lompalanka ; following the example of 
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Leniaitre ; Heroic under terrible conditions at the Crarrick Theatre. 
Who was this ? 

SPECIMEN QUESTION 3. — What would be the 
probable results if an irresistible hydraulic ram were to 
come at full speed against an immovable post ? 

SPECIMEN QUESTION 4.— The great BeU of Moscow 
weighs 594 tons 15 cwt, and can be heard at a distance of 
fifteen versts. What are the only bells in this country capable 
of surpassing this record ? 

As the reader glances at these specimen questions it will 
occur to him (or, if a woman, to her) that he (if a woman, she) 
must undergo much mental anguish before the eight-roomed fourth 
floor flat in Portland Place is won. His (if a woman, her) first 
thought will probably be ' Whom can I get to do this for me ? ' 
Such help will be of little avail, because all the replies must 
come fi-om the Insidecompletuar Britanniaware, that mam- 
moth compendium of fact, a new edition of which stole into 
the world a year or so ago. 

It is not necessary to own a copy of this sublime work. 

WE WILL LEND YOU ONE. 
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The payment o( a guinea entitles you to the use of the whole 

set for 

ONE HUNDRED DAYS WITH 
HARD LABOUR. 

You excavate the answers to our questions, return the volumes 
(with another guinea) and prepare to receive your prize. But 
if you have no guineas (and most of them, it is true, are now 
in our possession) you have probably a relative who owns the 
Greatest Boon of the Christian Era. You must have. It is 
impossible that you nave not, so perfect are our means of dis- 
tribution. All therefore that you have to do, is to borrow 
his (if a woman, her) set, and work from that. 
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Scenes In the Lives of Competitors.— vil. 




He omittbd to sbnd his Second Guinea. 
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APPLICATION FORM 
For Loan Copies* 



Date_ 



I enclose One Guinea. Please send me a« soon as possible, 
if not before, your Inside. Brit, in all its terrible completeness. 

The volumes are to remain your property. I insist upon 
that. 1 want them only in order to get the eight-roomed flat. 
I will send them back in a hundred days, with another guinea, 
perfect in every respect save for such dog's ears, lacerations, 
and blots as appertain naturally to the quest for replies to your 
exceedingly recondite queries. 

It is understood that if, under the stress of overwork incident 
to your competition, I decide to purchase the volumes, the 
guinea shall be credited to me as part of the purchase money. 

[Signature] 



[Residence]. 



[Age next Birthday]_ 
[Present Weight] 



[Expectation of Life] 



FINDING THE ANSWERS. 

The first of the specimen questions reads as 

follows : — 

A Cabinet Minister once engaged in the screw trade, the 
subject of a poem by Rudyard Kipling, so honoured by England 
as to be tendered the use of a man-of-war for a journey. Who 
was this ? 

The clue — the specific fact — is the mention of the 
screw trader 

Turning to the index entry ' Screw,' we are referred to 
Vol. 59, p. 938 p, when we find in the historical section 
the following remarkable statement : — 

* The earliest pioneer of the screw trade was Archimedes 
of Syracuse.* 

Following up this slot we turn up the index heading 
* Archimedes/ and are referred to Vol. 3, p. 94d. Here we 
are bewitched by a thrilling account of the siege of Syracuse, 
which will appeal to the military expert as well as to Mr. 
Spenser Wilkinson. On p. 96 c, we read : — 

* In his imperturbable detachment from actuality, Archi- 
inedes reminds us of one of the twentieth-century Mandarino 

i i^i of the War OflSce.^ 
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Pursuing this clue, we find in the article * War Office/ 
in Vol. 62, p. 524b, that the purchase of screws by the 
Remount Department led to an attack in the House of 
Commons on Mr. Brodrick, Secretary of State for War, 
who subsequently spent his honeymoon in a war-ship in 
the Mediterranean. The answer, therefore, is Mr. Brodrick. 

The Second of the Specimen Questions reads as 

follows : — 

Born in the Latin Quarter; taught by Ollendorff, Gouin, 
Berlitz, Hugo, Longinus, and Aristotle; a graduate of the Uni- 
versities of the Sorbonne, Jena, Upsala, Tiflis, and Lompalanka ; 
following the example of Lemaitre ; heroic under terrible con- 
ditions, at the Garrick Theatre. Who was this ? 

It is obvious that the name Aristotle supplies the clue, 
Turning to the heading ' Aristotle ' in the index, we are 
referred to Vol. 2, p. 7Hb, where in the first paragraph 
he is alluded to as the Stagirite. The person we are in 
search of must then have been connected with the stage. 
Accordingly we turn up Major Pond, and are there referred 
to the Lago Maggiore and Monte Carlo. An hour's perusal - 
of a fascinating article on the gambling tables, and th€E 
clramatlsts who firequent them, leads us on bv the in^er" ' 



mediate stage? of flatp, fburth-floor fiats, Remount Com- 
mission, whitewash, to * Whitewashing Julia,' in the article 
on which the following sentence occurs : — 

' The enthusiasm aroused in England by Mons. WaHdey's 
miraculous displays of polyglot accomplishment beggared 
description. Jealous for the credit of his ancestor, Sir 
William Jones, Mezzofanti's rival, Mr. Henry Arthur Jones 
challenged him to a duel, which took place in the Royal 
Room at the Garrick Theatre. At the third encounter, 
a well-aimed quotation from Hugo^a Journal floored the 
Challenger.' 

The conditions laid down in the question will thus be seen 
to have been fulfilled. The answer is Mons. Walkley. 

The Third of the Specimen Questions reads as 

follows : — 

What would be the probable results if an irresistible 
hydraulic ram was to come at full speed against an immov- 
able post? 

Under the heading ' Ram/ in the index, the anxious 
inquirer is referred to Vol. 29, p. 73b, a part of the article 
on Agriculture. Here a cross reference to ' Donkey- 
engines, see Pans Asinoi'um^^ will enable him, either by 
returning to the index or directly consulting the latter 
beading (Vol. 48, p. 221c), to master some of the most 

31 



fascinating intricacies ot marine engineering. After an 
evening or two has been pro6tably spent in this study 
without the discovery of any information bearing on the 
immediate problem, the inquirer will naturally turn up the 
heading ' Post,' and under the sub-section * St. Martin's- 
le-Grand ' will 6nd that because Mr. Austen Chamberlain, 
the present Postmaster-General, was once gored by a bull, 
employes in his department are forbidden to introduce any 
live stock into the office in business hours. In these 
circumstances, the obvious reply is that the contingency 
contemplated is so remote as to render its discussion un- 
necessary. The answer, therefore, is ' Gam ; ' but ' Walker * 
would also obtain full marks. 

The Fourth of the Specimen Questions reads as 

follows:— 

The great Bell of Moscow weighs 594 tons 15 cwt., and 
can be heard at a distance of fifteen versts. What are the 
only bells in this country capable of surpassing this record ? 
ANSWER.— The Clacton Belle and the Bell of Printing House 
Square. 

Turning to the heading ' Bell/ in the index, we are 
referred to the article 'Campanology' in Vol. 9^ p. 742b, 
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where in the section ' Triple Bob Major ' we find a refer- 
ence to BelVs Life in London, the original title of the 
Times newspaper, with a biography of the founder, Peter 
Bell of the Lake District, whose female collaterals were 
<5elebrated in a famous poem by Edgar Allan Poe, en- 
titled, ' The Bells of New York.' Turning again to the 
index, and consulting the heading ' Clacton/ we are 
referred to an article on ' Trippers ' in Vol. 79, p. 42c, in 
which the manners of that interesting tribe are divertingly 
summarised, and specific mention is made of shrimps. The 
article on ' Shrimps ' has a cross-reference (Vol. 72, p. 823) 
to * Caviar.' We thus pass to Russia, and by an easy 
transition arrive at Tschaikowsky's ' 1812 ' overture, origi- 
nally intended to be performed at Moscow. The chain is 
thus complete — with a few links omitted for want of space 
and energy (this kind of prospectus- writing being very 
fatiguing) — the answer confronts us as above, and we are 
a considerable way towards cementing our hold on the 
Portland Place flat. 
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AN INTERESTING PA5TIME. 

There has been a good deal of talk of late concerning Bridge ; 
but as an evening pastime for country houses and Service clubs 
the present Competition leaves the allurements of Bridge far behind. 
What could be more inspiriting to one's guests after a long day 
and a heavy dinner than to set them to answer the following 
questions ? 

(a) If you were installing electric light and the fitter's estimate 
suggested for an ordinary room 20 ft. by 15 ft, six ordinary 16-candle- 
power Ughts, should that number provide dull or good light? {b) By 
what percentage would the total candle-power be decreased if the lights 
were hung from the ceiling head downwards ? * 

Once the whisper of the new game went round, can you not 
see the cards being flung aside, the billiard-cues dashed to the 
ground, the smoking-room emptying, all the party eagerly con« 
centrating upon the absorbing problem ? 

♦ The answer, of course, is {a) Good, (b) Forty per cent. 
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Scenes in the Lives of Competitors.— viii. 




Mr. Balfour learns that he is a Wisxer. 



RHYMES FOR THE TIMES— VII. 

Thkkk was once a young boy at the plough, 
Who captured the Printing House ' thou.' 

They hoped for a poet 

At least — or a Jowett. 
He's living at Monaco now. 



RHYMES FOR THE TIMES.-VIIL 

Tiip:ke was once a poor caddie named Forgan, 
Who played on the Printing House Organ ; 

Then contriving to floor 

Questions 1, 3 and 4, 
He is now a wire puller for Morgan. 



TESTIMONIALS. 

LORD KNOLLYS writes: 'His Majesty cannot conceaF 
Lis chagrin that, by the galling shackles of our Constitution, a 
Monarch is debarred from entering for such competitions.' 

The sphinx writes : ' The poser which i prei)ared for 
(Edipus is transparent beside scjme of your twisters.' 

LORD ROSEBERY writes : • After thc> inevitable lisli- 
knives, your inimitable questions, in all manner of bindings 
from buckram to cloth of \gold, were the favourite wedding 
present at my daughter's nuptials,' 

Sir WILLIAM GRAXTIIAM writes : 'Anxious as 1 am 
to gain a scholarship at Gircon, I must confess tluit my judicial 
duties leave me with insufficient time to enter your fascinating' 
conapetition ; but I intend to recomineJid it to the Home Office 
5is an alternative to the treadmill.' 

MoNS. WALKLEY writes: 'I am desoU that by the 
Kcu'di^es of your ay(ov 'OXv/llttikos 1 am precluded from be- 
coming a competitor, Sors melior proximo tempore ! ' 

37 



Scenes in the Lives of Competitors.— IX 




President Castiui axxou.vces Resvlt of Competition. 



38 



M, MTZ writes : — ' MiUe tonnerres ! We are in despair. 
Since you invented this so entrancing evening pastime no one 
dinee or sups at the Carlton.' 

Mr, C. B. fry writes : ' I like your questions immensely, 
except the one about the eggs. Were they ducks', and if so 
rere they fried?' 

MiS8 MARIE HALIi writes : ' I owe my present su« 
premacy as a violin player entirely to the fact that Kubelik, 
[Kociaii, Sarasate, and Ysaye have abandoned their instruments 
for the more engrossing task of solving your problems,' 

Mr. HERBERT SPENCER writes: 'Your questions 
[liave at last taught me how to think systematically.' 

Sm FREDERICK TREVES writes: ' Surgeons could not 
Tmk for a better recreation after a tiring day. By the way, 
[|he Appendix to your Inside. Brit, much intrigues me.' 

THE MAD MULLAH writes from Bohotle : ' I was sane 
before I tried your questions.' 

LORD SELBORNE writes : ' I have decided, in acknow- 
ledgment of your public-spirited enterprise, to re-name the 
home of the naval cadets " The Britanniaware." ' 
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Scenes In the Lives of Competitors.— X. 




Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman jubt Misses the Flat. 
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Mr. FORBES ROBERTSON writes: ^You are indeed 
l^eneiactors to the race of actor-managers. By the simple 
device of furnishing the boxes with a list of your questions I 
have entirely suppressed all conversation in my theatre.' . 

Mb. ERNEST BECKETT, M.R, writes : ' Your questions^ 
are most intelligently framed. I feel confident that Mr. 
' Brodrick could answer none of them ' 

Miss HOBHOUSE writes : ' I thought I knew all about 
■ Concentration ; but your prospectus shows that, as becomes- 
= my sex, I have been only on the skirts of the subject.' 

Hebr JULIUS SEETH writes : * Your questions are so- 
meaty, that I now feed my lions on nothing else.' 

The EDITOR of the Sunday Circle writes : ' Our hiero- 
glyphic puzzles concealing the names of the minor prophets are^ 
absolutely no longer in it.' 

Sir THOMAS LIPTON writes : ' I have every confidence 
that I shall win this time.' 
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Scenes In the Lives of Competitors.— xi. 




Studying the Eog Question. 
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Mb. BEERBOHM TREE writes: 'I resent this Com- 
|)etiti0iL One successful experiment in Resurrection is enough/ 

Mb. MORANT writes from the Education Office : ' Since, 
Mri; the call of I my country, I abandoned the task of teaching 
the Siamese twins book-keeping by double entry, I have not 
'lound anything so exhilarating as your masterly questionnaire. 
I have strongly recommended Sir George Kekewich to employ 
'his new-found leisure in entering for your Competition.' 
I 

Mr. will crooks, M.P., writes: 'We are going to 
-distribute your questions as a catecliisni for Woolwich infants.' 

Sm ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE writes: 5 Despairing of 
solving your superb teasers single-handed, and poor Watson 
being: worse than useless, I have taken the liberty of exhuming 
and resuscitating Sherlock Holmes as a coUaborateur. I trust 
■fliat this does not infringe Rule XLVIL' 

Mr. WINSTON CHURCHILL writes: 'I was so much 

impressed by your previous circulars that I have just brought 

'Out my speeches against poor Brodder in what is practically a 

'^^xxiform edition/ 
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Scenes In the Lives of Competitors.— xii. 




He didn't Win the Pale Film. 
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THAT TIRED FEELING! 



DR. BILL'S BRONCHO BUCK^ME^UPS FOR 
PROSTRATED COMPETITORS. 

Instantaneously Exhilarate those Persons weo have 
"" ADDED the Excitement of our Intellectual Tourna- 
. ment to the ordinary wear and tear of life. 



TESTIMONIALS. 

The Mayor of Bearwood writes : ' A box of your Buck- 
^<ne-ups is like a week at Margate. I am ready to begin on 
■*he second set of questions.' 

Miss Unebda Gluckstein writes : ' After taking] two of 
;your tabloids I was a new woman. All recollection of the 
•*8gg question was effaced.' 
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ALL THE WORLD IS COMPETING. 



EXTRACT FROM A PRIVATE LETTER 

To THE Manager: 

^ Eyen our parson at his last sermon, referring to the- 
wonders of nature, asked : ' Why, my dear brethren, does a 
boiled egg spin differently from one unboiled ? I should be 
glad if, during your hours of leisure, you would consider 
this question and bring me in the Vestry the result of youi" 
lucubrations.' 



RHYMES FOR THE TIMES.— IX. 

A BANKRUPT oppressed by his burdens. 
Was set on his feet by our guerdons ; 

For years he'd no dinner, 

But now he's a winner. 
And thinking of buying the Durdans. 
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Scenes in the Lives off Competitors.— XIIL 




FOBTRAIT OF THE CHIROPODIST COMPETITOR. 
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HOME COMFORTS 

For Competitors. 



Arrangements have been made with 

Messrs. GLARING & WILLOW 

For Complete Suites of Furniture for 
Competitors, consisting of 

PENS, INK, PAPER, BED, and 
SLEEPING DRAUGHTS. 



TESTIMONIAL. 

The Duke of Devonshire writes: 'Please send me one 
of your suites by bearer. Is there any reduction for omitting 
the sleeping draught ?' 
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RHYMES FOR THE TIMES.-X. 

There once was a famished marine, 
Whose answers created a scene. 

He's risen since then 

By the power of his pen 
To be skipper of Shamrock XVIII. 



RH[YMES FOR THE TIMES.— XL 

There was once a competing physician, 
Whose practice has gone to perdition, 

And his talk grew so dreary 

With answer and query, 
That his Better Half filed her petition. 
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liHYMES FOR THE TIMES— XII. 

There once was a meek Mameluke 
Who chanced on the Times by a fluke. 

By sheer concentration 

He rose to high station : 
He's now an eloping Archduke. 



liHYMES FOR THE TIMES— XIII. 

Theke once was a youth who in vain 
Endeavoured the guerdon to gain. 

His answers were packed, 

As an egg is, with fact ; 
But he missed it — his name was Delane. 
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Scenes in the Lives of Competitors.— XY. 




♦Don't Shoot Yourself, Granfer; there's sure to be 
A Consolation Prize.' 
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Cerebral Nutriment for 
Competitors. 



The Manager of the ' INSIDE. BRIT/ is happy to announce 

THAT, IN ORDER TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF COMPETITORS- 

WHO ARE IN NEED OF BrAIN-FORMING FiSH FoODS, HE HAS^ 

MADE ARRANGEMENTS WITJf 

MR. FRANK T. BULLEN 

FOR A CONTINUAL SUPPLY OF 

CACHALOTS 

DURING THE QUESTION SeASON. 

FRESH WHALES ARRIVING DAILY. 



TESTIMONIAL. 

Mrs. Earle writes : ' I allow fish on Fridays, although 
(for the third time) there is no popery in my Surrey garden/ 
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RHYMES FOR THE TIMES.— XIV. 



There was once a poor neat-herd on Nebo, 
Who dwelt in a modest gazebo ; 

On mvestmg our prize, 

Brighton A's took a rise — 
Now he holds the reversion of Skibo. 



RHYMES FOR THE TIMES.— XV. 

There once was a War Office clerk, 
Who muddled all day in the dark ; 

But his lucid replies 

Won our fiftieth prize: 
Now he rides a remount in the Park ! 
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YOU WILL LIKE TO KNOW THIS. 



WITHIN FIVE MINUTES 

of the publication of our 
PRIZE COMPETITION SCHEME 

We received Applications for the Questions from 
the following : 



1 Prime Minister. 
6 Wool-staplers. 
1 Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. 

1 Lift-maD. 

2 Chiropodists. 

3 Leaders of the Liberal 

Party. 

4 Burglars. 
18 Earls. 

g Call-boys. 



1 Bargee. 

3 Commercial Travellers in a 

cheap line of glass eyes. 
1 Big Game Hunter. 

4 Professional Diners-out. 

1 K ear- Admiral. 

2 Second Mates. 
I Duke. 

1 Private Detective. 

3 Watermen. 

1 Complexion Specialist. 
8 Hatters. 



1 Home Secretary. 

We must admit that on the receipt of the questions a few 
of these enterprising gentlemen dropped out of the running, but 
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only to be succeeded by others in equally diverse and pictur- 
esque callings. 

Applications for the questions are continually arriving.. 
Even as this sentence is being penned, Marconigrams demand- 
ing forms have reached our desk from : 

1 Carlsbad Plumber. 1 Rabbi. 

2 Editors of the Daily Mail. 3 Manufacturers of Mole-skin? 
40 Master Butchers Waistcoats. 

1 Professor of Esperanto^ 1 Bumboat Woman. 
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Scenes In the Lives of Competitors.— XYI. 




He failed in every Question. 
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